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Ahuwhenua Trophy fmallsts named

PETER BURKE

peterb@ruralnews.co.nz

FARMS FROM Northland
and northern Hawke’s
Bay are the finalists in
this year’s Ahuwhenua
Trophy competition for
the top Maori sheep and
beef farms.

The two finalists
are Whangaroa Ngaio-
tonga Trust from North-
land and Tawapata South
Maori Incorporation
Onenui Station from
Hawke’s Bay.

The finalists were
announced by the Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Todd
McClay, at a function
in parliaments Beehive
last week. The event was
attended by more than
100 people including pol-
iticians, diplomats, Maori
and primary industry
leaders, the finalists and
their whanau.

The Ahuwhenua
Trophy is an annual
award for Maori agri-
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From left, Lester White, chalr Tawapata South Maori Incorporation Onenui Station,
Todd McClay Minister of Agriculture, Tama Potaka, Minister of Maori Development,
Morris Pita and Huhana Lydon, co-chairs Whangaroa Ngaiotonga Trust. pHoTo: ALPHA PIX

culture and was inaugu-
rated in 1933 by the Maori
leader, Sir Apirana Ngata
and the Governor Gen-
eral at the time, Lord Ble-
disloe. The objective was
and still is to encourage
Maori farmers to improve
their land and their over-
all farming performance,
with an emphasis on sus-

tainability.

On a three-year rota-
tional basis, the trophy is
competed for by Maori
farmers and growers in
the sheep and beef, dairy
and horticultural sectors.
This year the competition
is for sheep and beef.

Whangaroa Ngaio-
tonga Trusts prop-

erty is situated near the
east coast settlement

of Whangaruru, about

an hour’s drive north

of Whangarei. About an
hour’s drive further north
is the popular tourist
town of Paihia. The actual
farms takes up about a
third of the 1,100ha of
land owned by the trust

and on it they finish
about 1,000 bulls. There
is also 297ha of forestry
and 433ha of native forest
and wetland.

Tawapata South Maori
Incorporation Onenui
Station is a Maori incor-
poration located at the
tip of the Mahia Penin-
sula, Hawke’s Bay. Of
the 3,476ha of whenua
1,700ha is effective farm-
land and 836ha under
a Nga Whenua Rahui
Kawenata.

Onenui Station is a
sheep and beef farm-
ing unit wintering 15,000
stock units, including
6,000 breeding ewes, 600
breeding cows, replace-
ments, and trade cattle.
The farm finishes 75% of
its sheep and 36% of its
cattle, with the remainder
sold store. The station
comprises 350 hectares
of productive flats, with
the balance classified as
North Island steep hard
hill country.

MAORI AGRI POWER

NUKUHIA HADFIELD, chair of the Ahuwhenua Trophy
management committee, says it is fantastic to see these
excellent finalists who will add to the impressive alumni
created by this award.

She says the last few years have been hard for all
sheep and beef farmers around the country as they have
fought to stay in business against the odds of adverse
weather and lower prices, especially for sheep meat.

“Maori farmers have been among the worst affected
by the adverse weather, given that many are in areas
such as the East Coast of the North Island which bore the
brunt of cyclone Gabrielle and other heavy rainstorms. |
live in this region and know first-hand what our communi-
ties have endured,” she says.

Hadfield says Maori are intergenerational farmers,
meaning that while they want to get their properties
up and running as quickly as others, they are equally
concerned that any such repairs will be of such good
quality as to protect the land for future generations.

“A philosophy that is both practical and sensible, and
one that is catching on in the wider agri-sector,” she says.

Hadfield says the other encouraging news for Maori
was contained in a recent MPI report which shows that
the asset base of Maori collectives (trusts, incorporations
and other entities but not individual farmers) has risen
from $6 billion in 2013 to $19 billion in 2023. She says this
data shows conclusively that Maori are a real force in the
NZ economy.
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*Offer ends 31/3/25 or while stocks last. Offer only available at participating Polaris Dealers. Not valid with any other offer. Excludes fleet clients. +Finance
offer only available at participating Polaris Dealers and on selected models as stated and is not valid with any other promotions. Finance is provided by Polaris
Finance, a program operated by De Lage Landen Limited Company No 1355515 and available for business purposes only on a Hire Purchase Agreement. Credit
approval, fees, terms and conditions apply. Finance is based on a 24 month term, for full promotion details and structure please contact your Polaris Sales
Representative. Applies to all MY23-MY25 Ranger, MY23-MY24 Sportsman 1000/Scrambler, MY23 General, MY24 Xpedition and MY22-MY23 RZR models
(Excludes Sportsman 450, Sportsman 570, Ranger 150 and RZR 200). Offer ends 31/3/25. Models shown with optional extra accessories.
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